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English Crown or of English proprietors. The Governors,
except those of Virginia, Maryland, Georgia, Carolina-any.
the West Indies, were dependent upon the Assemblies for
their salaries and they had no effective police or civil service,
and little practical direction of military forces. These
Governors were Englishmen, and it was asserted that they
" often came to the Colonies merely to make fortunes/' that
they had " no estates there, nor any natural connections
that should make them heartily concerned for their welfare/'1
Further, the Assemblies frequently adopted the course of
appropriating supplies and appointing special officials, paid
by themselves, for specific purposes, so retaining in practice
full control of colonial policy. Though the Governor and
the Board of Trade had the right to veto colonial legislation,
only 5 per cent, of it was actually disallowed.2 The colonists
had attempted to secure that judges should hold office during
good behaviour, though this had been vetoed in Pennsyl-
vania, North Carolina and New York. They also offered
the most vigorous opposition to the jurisdiction of the
Admiralty courts, which were free from colonial pressure;
and in their own colonial courts they could easily secure
juries who, whatever the opinion of the judge, were ready
to bring verdicts flagrantly at variance with the evidence if
the interests of the colonists demanded.3 fe The whole
Colonial History is a story of the success of popular
Assemblies shearing both Governor and Council of their
authority."4 It is with little surprise we find the Jamaica
Assembly in 1753 voting "that it is the inherent and un-
doubted right of the representatives of the people to raise
and apply money for the service and exigencies of the
Government and to appoint such person or persons for the
receiving and issuing thereof as they think proper/'5
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